Seedling Handling

The seedlings are shipped in kraft paper
bags. These bags offer the best protection for your
trees. if handled properly. Never leave bags ex
posed to direct sunlight.

Store the bags in a Cool and Dark area. If
planting is delayed. open the bag. moisten the
seedlings. reclose the bag. Trees can be kept in
this condition for up to 2 weeks. Best planting
results are attained when seedlings are planted
promptly: within 2 to 3 days.

Planting Instructions
Hand Planting

1. Prepare a hole large enough to accommodate
the root system. A grub hoe, planting bar or
shovel can be used. The grub hoe is thought
the most efficient and is illustrated below.

When lifted and pulled
back, slits are torn in

=3 sod on either side of
L cut. Whip tree raots
- well down into SLIT
along side. not at face

of cut
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2. Place seedling in the hole. Long rools shouid
be pruned back to six inches. Make sure all
the roots are buried and the seedling is stan-
ding straight. The seedling should be planted
at the same depth it grew while at the Nursery.

3. Firmly pack soil around the roots using the
heel of your shoe. This will eliminate air poc
kets that will cause the roots to dry out

Sod talls back in place
planter tamps root with
hard step of heel as he
moves forward

4. Keep seedling roots moist while planting.
Take only enough seedlings from the bag to
last an hour or two. Leave the rest of the
seedlings in the bag in a cool shady place.

Site preparation is essential for shrub plant-
ing. For best results, the planting site should be
plowed and disked. Minimum preparation would
be scalping the sod around each planting hole at
least one square foot. A small amount of fertilizer
or manure can be mixed into the soil at each plant-
ing hole. Cultivation should be carried on for three
years after planting to reduce competition. A
registered herbicide can also be used to control
competing vegetation.

Machine Planting

For large planting jobs of over 5,000 seed-
lings, machine planting should be considered.
Contact your Regional Forestry Office for names
of tree planting contractors in your area.

Care After Planting

Your planting must be protected from fire,
grazing, and other avoidable damage. A fence
may be constructed around your planting and
signs posted to alert people to be careful.
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